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CLAXMS 

1. An apparatus for | acquiring and reading optical codes, 
comprising : 

- means for acquiring the optical code, having at least one 
acquisition light souorce, 

- means for reading tne acquired optical code, and 

- means for visually Indicating the reading result. 



characterised in that said visual indication means 
comprises : 

- at least one indication light source, distinct from or 
coinciding with, the at least one acquisition light source 
of said acquisition means. 



- means for imposing a 
reading result to the 
indication light soured 
means for projecti 



information .content indicating the 
light emitted by said at least one 
, and 

g the light, having the imposed 



information content, substantially at the optical code. 

2. Apparatus according Ij to claim 1, characterised in that 
said means for reading the optical code comprises means for 
communicating the acquired code to a remote processing unit 
and for receiving the reading result therefrom. 

3 . Apparatus according to claim 1 ^r " Or , characterised in 
that said means for imposing the information content 
comprises a switch for t\|rning on and off said at least one 
indication light source. 



4 . Apparatus according t 
that said means for 
comprises at least one el 
the light generated by t 
source . 



p claim 1 characterised in 

ijnposing the information content 
sment for selectively transmitting 
e at least one indication light 



5. Apparatus according tc| claim 4, characterised in that 
said selective transmission element is selected from the 
group comprised of a dJffractive element, a diaphragm 
having a predetermined shape, a slide, a reflecting surface 
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having a predetermined shape and a shutter. 



6 , Apparatus according 
said selective transmis 
group comprised of a dif 



"o claim 4, characterised in that 
;ion element is selected from the 
iractive element and a hologram. 



7 . Apparatus according 
that said means for 
comprises a driving cx 
source . 



o claim 1 •er— f , characterised in 
imposing the information content 
icuit of said at least one light 



8 . Apparatus according 
said driving circuit is 
indication light source 
that said at least one 
acquisition light sourcfie 
optical code. 



9 , Apparatus according 
that said at least one 
source capable of emitt 
components , and said dr 
said at least one indica 
each time light of 
components . 



10. Apparatus according 
that said driving circui 
least one indication lig 



lo claim 1, characterised in that 
suitable to drive said at least one 
ilso in such an operating condition 
indication light source is said 
during the acquisition of the 



:o claim 7 characterised in 

indication light source is a light 
i|ng light of at least two chromatic 
ving circuit is suitable to drive 
:ion light source so as to generate 
<E)ne or more of said chromatic 



11. Apparatus according 
that said driving cira 
intensity of said at lea 

12 . Apparatus according 
characterised in that s 
comprises at least one 
light and focusing it 



13 . Apparatus according 



to claim 7 ^©^a— 8^, characterised in 
t is suitable to switch on said at 
It source at least intermittently. 



to claim 7 <©^— characterised in 
uit is suitable to modulate the 
st one indication light source. 

to a - ny ohg of —the p - rcc ed mig ' ^'j r a<L .mo * , 
i(^ means for projecting the light 
converging lens for collimating the 
sijbstantially at the optical code. 



to -©fte — mcnre" 



jf L hc ^-pgi^£g;^ ing ^' 
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^c 'l' a'irm g', characterised in that said means for projecting the 
light is comprised! of the illumination optics of said 
acquisition means 

•©rre — err 
A 

characterised in that said means for projecting the light 
is comprised of the | receiving optics of said acquisition 
means . 

15. Apparatus according to 
Aj'l^-TiivJ , characterised! in that said visual indication means 
also comprises second means for projecting the light 
emitted by said at Least one light source towards the 
operator of the apparatus . 



16. Apparatus according to ©fte — &^ — mtjrs — Dr ztre — p rooQ^ juag- 
^JycWrfRO , characterised Ln that said visual indication means 
also comprises second maeans for projecting a second light 
emitted by a second ijndication light source towards the 
operator of the apparatjas . 



17. Apparatus according to 



-©3r8ram&, characterised im that it further comprises acoustic 
indication means assocgiated to said result indication 
means . 



18. Method for *acqui|:ing and reading optical codes 
comprising the steps of 

(a) acquiring and reaaing an optical code through an 
optical code acquiring amd reading apparatus, and 

(b) visually indicating! the result of said reading step 
(a) , 

characterised in that siid indication step (b) is carried 
out by generating at | least a luminous information 
substantially at the optibal code. 

19. Method according to claim 18, characterised by the step 

(c) of discriminating thd result of said reading step (a) 
and in that said indicaqion step (b) is carried out by 
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generating a predetermined luminous information associated 



to the particular res 



lit discriminated in step (c) . 



20. Method according to claim 19, characterised in that 
said result discrimination step (c) is carried out by 
discriminating between positive result and negative result. 

21. Method according 1 to claim 19, characterised in that 
said result discrimination step (c) is carried out by- 
discriminating among I positive result and at least two 
different negative resplts. 

g/Q/A 1 IB 

Method according to •e**tr- uL clcilhiL! 
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-to S^, 



characterised in that Isaid indication step (b) is carried 
out only after having jrepeated said reading step (a) for a 
predetermined number o| times receiving a negative result. 

2 3 . Method accordingl to yy^*^^ ®* e- l - ai - mo - 19 -"-- to " 2 ^, 

characterised in that said predetermined . luminous 
information generated 1 in said indication step (b) is 
differentiated by hu4/ shape and/or dynamics of the 
luminous intensity . 
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Method 



characterised in that said indication step (b) is carried 
out by further generating at least a second luminous 
information at the ontical code acquiring and reading 
apparatus . 
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claim 24, wherein said luminous 
ibstantially at the optical code is 
turned off before turning off said second luminous 



25. Method according t 
inf ormat ion generated s 



information at said opti 



cal code reading apparatus . 





